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MADISON – From exporting basics and beyond. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection (DATCP) invites food and agricultural companies to attend this Export Education 

Seminar to learn, network and grow.  

The seminar is planned for Tuesday, July 16 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the University of 

Wisconsin-River Falls, University Center, 500 Wild Rose Avenue, River Falls. This education seminar 

is offered by DATCP, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Food Export -Midwest.  

Beginning and experienced exporters can benefit from this seminar and be part of Wisconsin's growing 

agricultural exports. Sam Allison is the Export Manager from Sartori Company and a previous 

participant of an export education seminar.  

“Our company is in the infancy of venturing into the world of exporting. This seminar provided great 

information on a variety of essential topics and alerted us to many things we need to be aware of,” said 

Allison. “Dennis Lynch is a wealth of knowledge and a wonderful presenter.” 

In 2012, Wisconsin exported over $2.9 billion of agricultural products, a 3% increase over the previous 

year and a record value for the state. Last year the state ranked 13
th
 in the nation for agricultural exports 

and exported agricultural products to 149 countries.  

Topics for the educational seminar include:  

● Developing export readiness skills. 

● Exporting pricing and quoting. 

● Export documentation. 

● Navigating free trade agreements. 

● Finding buyers for your products. 

● Accessing resources to trade internationally. 

A highlight of the seminar will be a finance panel featuring John Crouch, Vice President of Global 

Trade & Supply Chain Solutions for Bank of America, and Denis Griffin, Minneapolis Regional Office 

Director of Export-Import Bank of the United States. The panel will cover managing risk and ensuring 

liquidity.  

The seminar will be taught by Dennis Lynch, an export counselor with Food Export-Midwest's and 

Food Export-Northeast's Food Export Helpline™. Lynch is a 31-year veteran of international trade who 

has held a variety of positions in the public and private sectors. 

Space is limited. To attend, register by July 9 at foodexport.org. The registration fee of $50 includes 

lunch. This educational seminar is sponsored in part by Hancock International Corporation, which 

provides diverse assistance in coordinating the transport of international shipments, and the GEO Group 

Corporation, a full-service translation company.  

Educational seminars are offered by DATCP's International Trade Team to help companies succeed in 

their exporting efforts. The Trade Team also provides one-on-one consultations, buyers missions, trade 

missions, market overview studies and more. 

For additional information, contact DATCP's Ashwini Rao at 608-224-5119 or 

ashwini.rao@wisconsin.gov.  ### 
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